
St Alphonsus Parish Council 
  

4/8/19 
  

The meeting was called to order by Brian McKinney at 7:03 PM. 
  
The following Parish Council members were present: Lisa Frey, David Paquet, Greg Ghering, Rob Taber,  
Deborah Macy, Jessica Lyons, Brian McKinney, Keith Hillary, Fr. Pat, and Kerri Barton. 
  
The opening prayer was led by Brian McKinney. 
  
Old Business: 
1. Minutes from February were available for review and after slight modification were approved. 
 
2. Fr. Pat’s Report:  Fr. Pat gave an update regarding the house across the street from the church that the 
church owns.  He has been working to donate it and have it moved to a new location so that it can be 
replaced with more parking.  He informed the council that the city of Grand Rapids has approved the 
moving of it and turning the property into parking.  It will hopefully be started in the next 3-4 months.  
Everything has already been approved by the Diocese of Grand Rapids. 
 
Fr. Pat also mentioned that Finance Committee has approved paying a stipend for someone to maintain 
the website/social media at St. Alphonsus.  A meeting is going to be held with Michelle Story and Chris 
Penning along with some of the parish council members:  Greg, Keith, and David to see what can be done 
to improve the website. 
 
The Redemptorists currently have about 150 priests and about 100 are aged 70+.  In the future, the 
Redemptorists may have to look at closing churches and when that day comes, the Provincial will be 
evaluating parishes to see which ones should stay.  The Provincial  is looking for:  involvement with 
young adults, immigrants, and refugees.  
 
The Provincial appointments will be announced June 7th-13th and probably be effective Sept. 1st.  More 
than 70 men will be moved--and this will effect St. Alphonsus as well since all but Fr. Brian are most 
likely going to be re-assigned. 
 
Upcoming dates:  May 5th--1st Communion and May 12th Batgloriate Mass 
 
New Business: 
1.  Rob’s Report.  Rob reported that the finance committee approved the purchase of a new oven for the 
parish kitchen and also approved spending money on the parish website/social media. 
 
2.  Deb’s Report.  Deb reported that the Safety Committee is up and running.  Booklets were made for 
parishioners and Rob has already used them in training ushers. 
 
3.  The council is looking for a list of parish “commissions” or “groups” including who the contact person 
would be for that commision or group.  The council was also wondering if there is already a document in  
place such as a flow chart or a protocol for which committee reports to whom.  It was thought that this 
would be a good discussion at the next joint Parish Council/Staff/Finance Committee meeting. 
 
4.  Tom Stein had some comments/questions.  Tom asked why the February 2018 minutes from the parish 
council meeting were not posted online yet.  Keri looked in her notes as she was the secretary in 2018 and 



said that she did not have any minutes recorded in her notebook.  After discussion, the council felt that 
most likely explanation for the missing minutes was there was a joint meeting of Parish Council/Staff that 
same month.  The normal meeting would have most likely been cancelled due to the joint meeting being 
so close to that Parish Council meeting--therefore no minutes for that month.  In order for minutes to be 
posted online, they first are typed up by the secretary and emailed to the council members and then are 
also available for review by the council the following meeting.  After review/approval they are then 
emailed by the secretary to Michelle Story to post online on the website. 
 
Tom Stein also asked why he did not receive written answers to his previous questions for the council.  
The parish council members responded that the answers to his questions were given orally for any of the 
questions they could answer.  However, the majority of the questions would be best answered by the 
finance committee--of which Rob had given the name of the contact from the finance committee to Tom 
Stein at the former meeting when his questions were asked. 
 
David offered to respond to Tom Stein in writing before the next parish council meeting for any of the 
questions that the council would be able to answer.  It will be up to Tom to contact the Finance 
Committee in order to answer his other questions. 
 
5.  Parish Council nominations were discussed under closed session. 
  
6.  Prayer leader for next month's meeting (May 6th at 7 PM) will be Gina Moll. 
  
 


